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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL. 
EXAMINING BOARD 
IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 22-137 


LORENZO GONZALES, DVM 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 1084 


) 

) 

) FINDINGS OF FACT, 

) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
) AND ORDER 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 


The Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
considered this matter at its public meeting on January 18, 2023. Lorenzo 
Gonzales, DVM ("Respondent") appeared on his own behalf for an Informal 
Interview that was held pursuant to the authority vested in the Board by A.R.S. § 
32-2234(A). After due consideration of the evidence, the arguments and the 
applicable law, the Board voted to issue the following Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions of Law and Order ("Order"). 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Respondent is the holder of License No. 1084 and is therefore authorized 
to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. On June 7, 2022, at 8:30am, “Kane,” a 1.5 year-old male Chocolate 
Labrador Retriever was presented to Respondent for a neuter procedure. Upon 
exam the dog had a weight = 70 pounds, a temperature = 101 degrees, a 
heart rate = 120bpm and a respiration rate = 20rom; all systems were noted as 
normal. The dog was pre-anesthetized with ketamine ImL/kg SQ, butorphanol 
(2)imL/kg SQ, and xylazine 2.2mg/kg SQ (concentration and amount are 


unclear). 
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3. At 9:00am, the dog was induced with isoflurane and oxygen, intubated 
and maintained on isoflurane and oxygen. The transcribed information 
provided states anesthesia started at 9:30am. 

4, At 9:40am, the neuter procedure was performed. The dog was under 
anesthesia 40 minutes from induction and surgery start. The transcribed 
information provided states the procedure started at 9:55am, indicating the 
dog was under anesthesia for 25 minutes from induction to surgery. 

5. At 9:52am, the neuter procedure ended, anesthesia ended, and the dog 
recovered unevenifully. The transcribed information provided shows the neuter 
procedure ended at 10:10am. The dog was administered Pen G émL SQ; 
concentration unknown. The dog was discharged later that day. No 
medications were dispensed for the dog. 

6. According to Complainant, when they picked up the dog (between 3 — 
3:30pm) they asked Respondent if the dog was ready to go home based on his 
appearance. The dog appeared lethargic and foggy. Respondent ensured 
Complainant that the dog was ready to go home and his condition was due to 
the anesthesia, which would fade off. 

7. At 6:00pm, the dog passed away. Complainant called and advised 
Respondent of the dog's passing; Respondent opined that the dog may have 
had a heart issue. A necropsy was not offered. 

8. The Board concluded that Respondent's conduct fell below the standard 
of care by not providing the pet owner complete discharge instructions for the 
dog after a surgical procedure and by not documenting in the medical record 
that discharge instructions were provided. Additionally, Respondent did not 


document in the medical record the concentrations of pen G, ketamine, 
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butorphanol and xylazine that were administered to the dog as required by 


Arizona Administrative Code. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

9. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (18) as it relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502 
(E) failure to provide complete discharge instructions of a surgical patient and 
not documenting in the medical record that discharge instructions were 
provided. 

10. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (21) as it relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502 (L) 
(7) (a) failure to document in the medical record the concentration of pen G, 


ketamine, butorphanol and xylazine that were administered to the dog. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 
ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 1084 be placed on PROBATION for a 
period of one year, subject to the following terms and conditions that shall be 
completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include six (6) 
total hours of continuing education (CE) detailed below: 

1. IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory to 
the Board that he has completed three (3) hours of continuing education (CE); 
hours earned in compliance with this order shall not be used for licensure 


renewal. Respondent shall satisfy these three (3) hours by attending CE in the 
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area of anesthesia. Respondent shall submit written verification of attendance 
to the Board for approval. 

2. If IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory to 
the Board that he has completed three (3) hours of continuing education (CE); 
hours earned in compliance with this order shall not be used for licensure 
renewal. Respondent shall satisfy these three (3) hours by attending CE in the 
area of medical record keeping. Respondent shall submit written verification of 
attendance to the Board for approval. 

3. All continuing education to be completed for this Order shall be pre- 
approved by the Board. Respondent shall submit to the Board a written outline 
regarding how he plans to satisfy the requirements in paragraph 1 and 2 for its 
approval within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this Order. The outline 
shall include CE course details including, name, provider, date(s), hours of CE to 
be earned, and a brief course summary. 

4, Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

5. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 

6. This Order is conclusive evidence of the matters described and may be 
considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction in the event a 
subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates any term of this 
Order, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal Interview or Formal 
Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary action authorized by law, 
including suspension or revocation of Respondeni’s license. 


NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS 
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Respondent is hereby notified that he has the right to request a rehearing 
or review of the Order by filing a motion with the Board's Executive Director 
within 30 days after service of this Order. Service of the Order is effective five 
days after the date of mailing to Respondent. See A.R.S. § 41-1092.09. The 
motion must set forth legally sufficient reasons for granting a rehearing or 
review. A.A.C. R3-11-904. If a motion for rehearing or review is not filed, the 
Board's Order becomes final 35 days after it is mailed to Respondent. 
Respondent is further notified that failure to file a motion for rehearing or review 
has the effect of prohibiting judicial review of the Order, according to A.R.S. § 
41-1092.09(B) and A.R.S. § 12-904, ef seq. 


Dated this ZH day Of Febery, 2023. 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
Jessica Creager, Chairperson 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed this Zyt day of Pobre 2023 
with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board 
1740 W, Adams St., Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return receipt mail 
this ZH" day of _ Jebury _, 2023 to: 


Lorenzo Gonzales, DVM 
Address on file 


Respondent 
By: Oe 
Board Staff 
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